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For the last seven years, the Bush Administration
has promoted energy policies that have produced
record high oil and gasoline prices, delivered his-
toric profits for the big oil companies, kept us
dependent on foreign sources of oil, and put us
dangerously behind in combating climate change.
Oil companies have reaped record profits of more
than $100 billion while consumers continue to pay
record prices at the gas pump and for heating oil. 

But we have the power to change direction. The tech-
nology exists now to move us beyond oil and coal to a
clean energy future driven by wind, solar and other
renewable sources of power, along with cost-saving
energy efficient buildings, cars and appliances. This
vision of America’s energy future is not a distant dream,
it is a change that’s already underway — a change that’s
already generating profits, saving money, creating and
keeping thousands of jobs in our country, and cutting
the carbon emissions that cause global warming. 

The stories in this report make the

choice before us in 2008 very clear:

The big energy companies that have profited from
the policies of the past are pushing hard to build
more coal-fired power plants, to mine more moun-
taintops, to take more of our public lands for oil
drilling, and to fight increased fuel efficiency stan-
dards for vehicles — all while electricity, gas and
heating oil prices climb each year. 

The choices we make in 2008 will define our future — especially when it comes to

the election and energy issues. The contrast between competing visions of

America’s energy future could not be sharper this year: We can move forward to a clean

energy economy that creates jobs, saves consumers money and solves global warming,

or we can continue the expensive, polluting policies of the past.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

ENERGY CHOICES AND
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This report tells the stories of oil and utility com-
panies across America — from Big Oil’s drive to
drill in western wild lands, including the Roan
Plateau in Colorado and New Mexico’s Galisteo
Basin, to Virginia’s Dominion Power and Sithe
Global in Nevada — that are rushing to build one
hundred more power plants generated by coal. 

This report also tells the tale of an energy transfor-
mation now underway by documenting the oppor-
tunities created when taking a different energy
direction, and by sharing the stories of people,
businesses and governments already profiting from
the switch to renewable power and energy efficient
technologies. Since the city of Milwaukee started
using LED traffic lights, the city’s electric bill
decreased and maintenance costs have been cut in
half. In Ohio, the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers is training 210 apprentices a

year and upgrading the skills of 100 electricians to
make buildings energy efficient. And in Colorado,
homeowner Thomas Acampora has a near-zero
energy bill thanks to his solar heating system. 

This year, America will choose between very differ-
ent visions of our energy future. We can keep on
the path — more oil, more coal, more high energy
prices, more pollution, more global warming. Or
we can take a very different path, one that leads to
a clean energy economy and a safer, healthier, more
prosperous nation. 

We have the technology, know-how and power to
build a clean energy future. What we have lacked is
the political will and leadership. We need to chal-
lenge all our elected officials — including the next
President — to provide the leadership we need to
move us forward. 
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Five Policies that Create a Clean Energy Economy:

� Commit the U.S. to getting 20% of its electric-
ity from renewable sources by 2020 — other-
wise known as a Renewable Electricity Standard
(RES). Twenty states already have an RES.

� Offer incentives and require businesses, manu-
facturers, and the auto industry to vastly improve
energy efficiency measures in their offices and
facilities, and to make energy efficient vehicles,
systems and appliances more affordable.

� Encourage the public to improve energy effi-
ciency in their own lives through public educa-
tion campaigns; providing incentives for energy
efficient home improvements such as solar pan-

els, Energy Star appliances, efficient windows,
and more; and providing incentives for driving
less or purchasing hybrid cars.

� Remove subsidies from the oil industry and
instead focus government investment/support
on the burgeoning renewable energy industry.

� Train a clean energy workforce: construction
workers who know how to retrofit an older
building, electricians who know to install energy
efficient heating and cooling systems and solar
panels, plant workers who know how to make
wind turbine components and hybrid cars —
and many more.

CLEAN ENERGY: THE RIGHT PATH

Investing in a clean energy future will boost the economy by both adding jobs and 

saving consumers millions of dollars — and it will help solve global warming.Through

an aggressive push to make our homes, vehicles, offices and factories more energy 

efficient, coupled with a historic commitment to investing in renewable energy — solar,

wind, geothermal and biomass — we can make a clean energy economy a reality.

According to a study from the American Solar Energy Society, renewable energy and

energy efficiency have the potential to provide approximately 50% of the U.S. electric

energy need projected for 2030 by the Energy Information Administration (EIA).

A transformation to clean energy sources will allow America to move beyond polluting 

oil and coal and the energy policies of the past.
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The Benefits of a Clean Energy Economy:

� The simplest, cheapest and most effective way to
meet our growing energy needs is to increase our use
of efficiency. Upping efficiency will dramatically
reduce the amount of energy needed— making new
coal plants unnecessary and saving consumers, busi-
nesses, and industry money. The U.S. Department
of Energy estimates that local governments can save
$3.4 billion with energy efficiency measures.

� If the U.S. committed to a 20% by 2020 RES, more
than 820,000 jobs would be created, according to a
Blue Green Alliance report. According to a study
from the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS), this
20% by 2020 renewable electricity standard (RES)
would also create $66.7 billion in new capital invest-
ment, $25.6 billion in income to farmers, ranchers,
and rural landowners, and $2 billion in new local tax
revenues. It would also save consumers $10.5 billion
in lower electricity and natural gas bills by 2020
(growing to $31.8 billion by 2030).

� Wind energy is the fastest-growing source of
power on the planet. Already, wind turbines in
this country produce enough electricity to meet
the needs of more than 1 million households.
According to the American Wind Energy
Association, the U.S. wind power expanded the
nation’s total wind power generating capacity by
45% in 2007, which added jobs and injected an
investment of more than $9 billion into the econ-
omy. Those whose land is home to wind turbines
earn money — Renew Wisconsin reports that

farmers in Wisconsin who have turbines on their
land earn $4,000 to $5,000 per year per turbine.

� The sun is the ultimate source of energy. A
January 2008 Wall Street Journal article cited
stated that, “(Solar power) [a]dditions are
expected to roughly double this year. Large com-
mercial solar installations now exceed home instal-
lations in California, reversing a long-term pattern
and likely a bellwether for other states.” According
to UCS, all the energy stored in the earth’s reserves
of coal, oil, and natural gas is equal to the energy
from only 20 days of sunshine.

� Sustainably using natural materials like waste
wood for power — called biomass — is another
growing sector of renewable energy. According
to UCS and the U.S. Department of Energy,
“tripling U.S. use of biomass energy could pro-
vide as much as $20 billion in new income for
farmers and rural communities and reduce
global warming emissions by the same amount
as taking 70 million cars off the road.”

Committing to clean, renewable energy does not just
create jobs — it creates jobs that will stay in the U.S.,
such as solar panel and wind turbine installers.
Renewable energy such as wind and solar power also
produce no carbon emissions, making it a genuinely
clean way to fight global warming. An RES will also
help secure energy independence for the U.S. by cut-
ting our addiction to oil. We can rely on our own
plentiful sources of clean energy right here at home. 
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The Costs of Sticking to Energy Sources of the Past:

� Continuing to rely on oil keeps us from securing
energy independence. Oil keeps the U.S. vulner-
able to foreign countries we need to provide our
oil — not to mention the pollution and green-
house gas emissions oil produces. Gas prices just
hit a record high and the cost of residential heat-
ing oil has more than doubled since 2004. 

� The costs of coal are exorbitant — coal is the sin-
gle largest contributor to global warming and a
primary cause of respiratory disease and mercury
poisoning. Digging for coal destroys our moun-
tains and landscapes with destructive mining
practices, all while jeopardizing drinking water
and heavily impacting low-income communities.

� Generating electricity from nuclear sources poses
at least four insurmountable problems: The pro-
duction of highly dangerous radioactive waste, the
prohibitively high cost, the potential for accidents
and the risk of nuclear weapons proliferation. Add

those problems to the major hazards of uranium
mining and its disproportionate impact on Native
Americans — and nuclear power is a no-go.

As you’ll see in the following pages, there are many
who would have us remain addicted to oil and coal
and build more nuclear power plants.  

But there are also leaders at all levels — from commu-
nities, businesses, and local governments — who have
already chosen to shift toward clean energy and fight-
ing global warming via energy efficiency initiatives, use
of alternative energy power sources, and common
sense conservation. These leaders are reaping the ben-
efits of these steps in the form of significant savings,
new jobs, and big cuts in carbon emissions. 

We need to tell our elected officials to be leaders on
this issue and make the switch to a clean energy
economy — and we have that opportunity in the
2008 elections.
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CLEAN ENERGY CHOICES — Nine States
Choose Between the Past and the Future:
COLORADO, MINNESOTA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, NEVADA,

NEW MEXICO, OHIO, OREGON,VIRGINIA, AND WISCONSIN

COLORADO’S CHOICE: Renewable Energy or Oil and

Gas Drilling in Wilderness

Company commits to Colorado’s RES 

After Colorado voters overwhelmingly
approved a minimum renewable electricity
standard (RES) for the state (which law-

makers soon doubled to the current 20% RES), one
major energy provider committed to taking steps
toward that clean energy future for Colorado. 

Xcel Energy, the state’s largest utility, is proposing to
replace four coal-fired power generating units at two
plants with natural gas, while also increasing wind
and solar power generation. The utility will also
increase its plants’ energy efficiency. The measures
are being taken not only to meet the state’s 20%
RES, but they are also meant to decrease the utility’s
carbon footprint and meet Governor Bill Ritter’s
goal of 80% greenhouse gas reductions by 2050. 

Xcel says these measures will bring many good pay-
ing jobs to Colorado, and its “Colorado Resource
Plan” was met with overall enthusiasm by conser-
vationists and the general public. The plan is now
up for public comment, and while some are wor-

ried that coal companies are attempting to derail
the plan, others are speaking out to support clean,
renewable energy to power Colorado. 

Home solar power system drastically cuts electricity bill 

Thomas Acampora never thought about
the financial savings he would see when he
installed his first solar photovoltaic home

heating system — but that two kilowatts of solar
energy has proven to be a huge reason why his
energy bill is now nearly zero. Acampora has become
a model for many on home solar power installation

and other residential energy savings programs, fre-
quently opening his home to tours of his renewable
energy solutions. Due to the success in savings and
interest, he just doubled the size of his photovoltaic
solar power system to four kilowatts. Acampora says
he is just doing his part to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 2% per year through 2050. 
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Roan Plateau threatened by oil and gas drilling 

The Roan Plateau on the western slope of
Colorado is an icon of the state’s wild
country, a rugged unspoiled area that

provides excellent, nationally-recognized hunting
and fishing opportunities, as well as places for fam-
ilies to camp, hike, play together and seek some
relaxation and solitude. 

Unfortunately, the Roan Plateau has been targeted
by the Bureau of Land Management as an area in
which to significantly increase oil and gas drilling
operations. These increased drilling operations are
completely unnecessary given the profusion of
nearby untapped wells already permitted in place
but going unused. If they go forward at the level
planned, the operations will likely destroy the area’s
abundant wildlife habitat as well as human recre-
ation and enjoyment of this unspoiled area.
Colorado’s Front Range is already home to more
than 13,000 existing oil wells, which are responsi-
ble for one-third of Denver’s ozone pollution. 

Colorado citizens and leaders have put forward
plans to delay, mitigate or limit drilling operations
on the plateau. The majority of local leaders
oppose further drilling permits as well — includ-
ing an odd alliance of conservation groups and
ranchers — but none of the recommendations
meant to save the region have been approved.
Instead, a vocal minority of old school energy cor-
porations addicted to oil are pushing the drilling
proposals forward despite public sentiment. 

Conservation groups and community advocates
are urging sportsmen, campers and others who care
about maintaining the integrity of the Roan
Plateau as an integral part of Colorado’s natural
legacy to work to conserve Colorado’s recreational
heritage and wildlife habitat. The choice is clear –
clean energy, or special interests that are willing to
sacrifice these places by drilling for the last drop of
oil and gas anywhere and everywhere in Colorado.

Contact: Roger Singer, Sierra Club Regional Representative,

Boulder, Colorado 

Email: roger.singer@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (303) 449-5595
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MINNESOTA’S CHOICE: Clean Energy Jobs or Coal’s

Impact on Health and Business 

University of Minnesota student advocates for sustainability 

Bridget Ulrich, a sophomore Chemical
Engineering student at the University of
Minnesota, plans to make a career out of

engineering global warming solutions by develop-
ing more energy efficient chemical processes while
conducting research on sustainable energy prac-
tices. Unable to wait until graduation to have a sig-
nificant impact on these pressing issues, Ulrich
began working with several environmental groups
to organize around public policy issues on campus,
at the state level, and out in Washington D.C. 

She knows that global warming solutions will not
come about just through science and technology,
saying, “I was inspired to become an organizer when
I recognized a sense of disconnect between advocates
for sustainable solutions and those developing the
technologies for these solutions.” 

Ulrich started her advocacy work by organizing fel-
low students, staff, and administrators to demand
carbon reductions at the University of Minnesota..
They convinced university president Robert
Bruininks, to sign the American College &
University Presidents Climate Commitment. The
University of Minnesota was the first Big Ten uni-
versity to sign the commitment, which pledges the
university to leadership on cutting carbon dioxide. 

Ulrich is now promoting collaboration between
students and the administration on initiatives on
campus and in surrounding communities, and she
hopes that the solutions they create will “serve as
an illustration of success to the rest of society.” 

White Earth Land Recovery Project 

Up in cold northwestern Minnesota,
houses are being weatherized, solar panels
beings installed, and wind turbines

planned. The White Earth Land Recovery Project,
which serves the 10,000 residents of the White

Earth Reservation, is taking global warming head
on while also training youth in valuable skills. 

Organizers are training the reservation’s youth in
weatherization and solar panel installations.  The
White Earth Land Recovery Project is now weath-
erizing homes on the reservation. The group also
plans to generate energy through biodiesel, solar
panels, and wind turbines. 

“By working together, we are building a future
where we solve global warming, empower people
by cutting their heating bills, and train our com-
munity’s youth for the clean energy economy,” said
Winona LaDuke, Executive Director for the White
Earth Land Recovery Project.   

The White Earth Land Recovery Project, local
farmers and the White Earth Tribal Council chose
clean energy solutions when faced with continuing
to get their power from coal or revitalizing their
rural economy and fighting global warming. 

Volunteers install solar 

panels in Red Lake,

Northwestern Minnesota, as

part of the White Earth Land

Recovery Project.

Photo courtesy of Sierra Club.
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City transit creates jobs while fighting global warming 

Metro Transit in Minnesota’s Twin Cities
of Minneapolis and St. Paul recently made
headlines by breaking records in ridership.

Metro Transit officials announced that the agency
provides 211,000 trips per day — an increase of
10% in just two years. 

Public transportation popularity also showed on
Metro Transit’s Hiawatha Light Rail line — where
2007 ridership surpassed 2020 projections. To
meet demand and interest, two new light rail lines
are planned — including the 40-mile-long
Northstar Commuter Rail and the Central
Corridor Light Rail, expected to open in 2009 and
2014, respectively. To compliment the new rail
lines, Metro Transit has also begun an aggressive
program of replacing diesel buses with hybrids. 

Since its beginning in 1933, Amalgamated Transit
Union Local 1005 has been the driving force for
Transit Workers in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Area,
and currently represents about 2250 employees.
According to President Michelle Sommers, transit

workers are doing their part to fight global warming.
“The more people we can get out of their cars and
onto the light rail system and into buses, the better
for the environment. With gas prices going up, it
also saves them money.”

The Cost and Impact of Coal 

Just across the Minnesota border in South
Dakota, near Big Stone Lake and Big Stone
Park, Otter Tail Power wants to build a

large coal-fired plant. The proposed plant, called Big
Stone II, is primarily funded by the Minnesota-based
company.  The energy produced would serve cus-
tomers in Minnesota, South Dakota, and North
Dakota — an area that is one of the planet's most
fertile grounds for developing wind energy. 

Rich Femling has been actively working to stop Big
Stone II, and is also president of Rose Creek
Anglers, Inc., a small company that manufactures
fly fishing accessories. 

“My customers are fly shops that rely on a core
group of anglers that seek cold water species, and

climatologists predict that our coldwater fisheries
will suffer habitat loss because of global warming,”
said Femling. “Coal burning power plants have
greatly harmed our fisheries with sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxide (acid rain) and mercury emissions.” 

Big Stone Lake, near the proposed plant site, is
known for fishing, recreation, and lakeside
camping but is also under a fish consumption
mercury advisory. 

Minnesotans need to know what the real cost of
the proposed coal plant will be: harm to human
health and harm to the environment. Investing
in a clean energy future will stimulate the
Midwest economy, protect public health, and
preserve the environment. 

Contact: Scott Elkins, Senior Chapter Director, North Star Chapter 

Email: scott.elkins@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (612) 659-9124

Minneapolis Area Light Rail

Transit system. Photo courtesy

of Sierra Club.
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NEVADA’S CHOICE: Clean solar jobs or more 

Coal-triggered asthma

Businessman gets inspiration from the sun 

Entrepreneur Chris Brooks was working as
an electrician in Las Vegas when one day
in 2001, he said “a bolt of lightning came

down and hit him.” While working in the broiling
desert heat on new construction, he wondered aloud
as to why none of the homes were taking advantage
of the punishing sunlight that shines on Nevada 300
days of the year.  In that moment Brooks decided he
would bring solar energy to Nevada. 

Brooks then started his own company called Las
Vegas Solar Electric, and became a certified photo-
voltaic installer in the state of Nevada.  In 2004,
Brooks joined forces with Bombard Electric, a com-
mercial electrical contractor, to expand the capacity

for photovoltaic installations in Nevada.  By 2008,
Bombard Electric’s Renewable Energy Division —
run by Brooks — had installed more solar power in
North America than any other company. On top of
that, the renewable energy division had created 25
good-paying, full-time union jobs with benefits and
has up to 100 contractors installing photovoltaic
systems in the field at any time. 

“I started this just because it seemed like a smart
way to make a living,” Brooks said, “but it’s grown
into something much more than that, and I feel
really good about what I’m doing.”

When nature and a career come together

Steve Rypka can remember living in San
Francisco as a child and wondering,
“Where does all of the gas come from

that fuels all of these cars?  And what about all of
the other cars in the rest of the world?”  Being a
Californian, Rypka spent lots of time in the out-
doors, surfing along the coast and hiking in the
hills.  As a result, he has always been passionate
about protecting the natural world and aware of
how his own actions could harm or help it. 

Rypka’s work eventually brought him to southern
Nevada, where his childhood question and his love of
nature would soon be brought together.  In 2001, he
started seeing “hybrid” vehicles on the streets of Las
Vegas. He was so intrigued with the technology that
he would approach the few people who drove them
and ask the owners how they liked driving them.
Based on their enthusiasm, Rypka decided to sup-
port the technology by purchasing his first hybrid
that same year—and was thrilled with his decision. 

Rypka’s next big decision came in 2004, and by then
he had done a lot of research.  Looking to own the
most energy efficient home possible, Rypka learned
that positioning your home to take the most advan-
tage of solar energy can save hundreds of dollars in

energy bills.  He found a program run by the local
utility that gives rebates for residential solar arrays
and pursued the most effective insulation, weather-
stripping, windows and other structural elements he
could find.  He and his wife chose a home facing
south to optimize natural heating and cooling. They
now enjoy a home that produces more energy than
it consumes on an annual basis, and that is consid-
ered a “net zero” carbon emission home.

Those decisions in his life drove him to pursue
clean energy for Nevadans as a career.  As a founder
of both Solar NV and the U.S. Green Building
Council’s Nevada Chapter, Rypka devotes both his
work and volunteer time to helping others decrease
their energy use and preaches the green gospel
throughout his community and beyond.

Steve Rypka “net zero” carbon

emission home. Steve’s home

produces more energy than it

consumes on an annual basis.

Photo courtesy of Sierra Club.
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Resident challenges air pollution increase

Less than one year ago, Michele Burkett
moved to Mesquite, Nevada, to escape the
air pollution in Salt Lake City and live in

a place with a slower pace of life.  She also chose
Mesquite because it has some of the cleanest air you
can find in the entire U.S. 

But only months after her move, Burkett heard
about the proposal for the Toquop Energy Project
— a planned 750 megawatt coal-fired power plant
from Sithe Global, Inc. Curious, she did a little
investigation into the project and was shocked to
find out that this plant would create a significant
amount of air pollution, including harmful micro-
scopic particles and mercury. 

Burkett was outraged that the very reason she
moved to Mesquite was about to be taken away

from her.  She spent hours online and with experts
researching the realities of coal plants. Once she
knew the tactics that could help stop the new
plant, Burkett starting calling her neighbors to
inform them about the coal pollution that would
make clean air a thing of the past in Mesquite. 

Six months later, Burkett led her first event with
the supporters that she had gathered. She turned
out 200 people — including the mayor of
Mesquite, the County Commissioners for the
Mesquite area, and the local state assemblyman —
to rally outside the air permit hearing for the
Toquop Energy Project.  Burkett says, “Sithe
Global wants to steal our clean air — but I’m going
to do everything in my power to stop them.”
Hundreds of supporters couldn’t agree more. 

Contact: Lydia Ball, Sierra Club Regional Representative, Las Vegas, NV 

Email: lydia.ball@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (702) 732-7750 

Michele Burkett organized a

rally against the Toquop

Energy Project — a planned

750 megawatt coal-fired

power plant from Sithe

Global, Inc. Over 200 people

attended, including the mayor

of Mesquite, the County

Commissioners for the

Mesquite area, and the local

state assemblyman.

Photo courtesy of Sierra Club.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE’S CHOICE: A Communal Effort to Cut

Carbon or Positive Steps Negated by Pollution 

Residents’“Carbon Challenge” saves money

The New Hampshire Carbon Challenge
is a program that challenges people to cut
their carbon emissions by 10,000 pounds

a year — roughly a fifth of the CO2 produced by
an average New Hampshire residence. In its first
18 months the challenge has produced a reduction
of nearly one million pounds of carbon.

The Carbon Challenge was launched in August
2006 by founders Denise Blaha and Julia Dundorf.
The two were discussing changes they had made at
home and how they could help others decide on
energy-cutting moves when the challenge was born.

“There are so many opportunities we have to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save money
in the process,” said Blaha.

Working with a variety of organizations, challenge
members have spoken to more than 5,000 people in 70
New Hampshire towns and cities, created two regional
pilot challenge programs, and designed and imple-
mented a carbon estimator calculator on its website.

Taking the challenge requires as few as ten min-
utes, said the two, and their calculator will show
families how much carbon dioxide they produce
while also showing them ways to save money. One
New Hampshire company is even providing the
calculator on its web site for employees to utilize.
Blaha says she also frequently has people telling her
how much money they’re saving when they make
the changes the challenge encourages. 

“There’s a lot of evidence that when a person makes
changes in their home, it really effects how they see
their world in a larger sense: You also want your
town, your government, your company to take
action,” Blaha said. “That’s how big changes will
come about, when people make them happen.”

New Hampshire Carbon Challenge on the web at:
www.nhcarbonchallenge.org
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One step forward, two steps back?

Even though New Hampshire has recently
taken many steps to reduce emissions from
power plants and other sources, huge

emitters of pollution beyond the state’s borders con-
tinue to contribute to New Hampshire’s global
warming and air pollution problems.

New Hampshire state and local governments have
committed to reducing energy consumption and pro-
moting renewable energy solutions. A new state law
has committed the state to getting 25% of its elec-
tricity from renewable sources by the year 2025, while
the cities of Concord, Dover, Hanover, Keene,
Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Rochester have
committed to a goal of reducing global warming pol-
lution to 7% of the 1990 levels by the year 2012.

In the meantime, 10 coal-fired power plants in the
Midwestern states of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and
Michigan were named in a list of the fifty dirtiest
power plants by The Environmental Integrity Project
in July 2007. These and other “downwind” coal
plants continue to negatively affect New Hampshire’s
environment with New Hampshire citizens left with-
out recourse by an inactive and lax federal govern-
ment that does nothing to solve the problem.

“New Hampshire citizens and elected officials are
taking the lead by acting to reduce pollution and
global warming emissions, said Sierra Club volun-
teer Jerry Curran of Amherst. “We must make
choices that put us on the right track.”

We need to reduce our dependence on dirty coal by
retiring and replacing these plants with clean energy
alternatives like wind, solar, and improvements in
energy efficiency. We have the technology today to
implement real energy solutions that will move the
entire country forward into a brighter energy
future. These solutions can curb global warming
and cut air pollution, while at the same time build-
ing a clean, sustainable economy that lowers energy
bills and creates thousands of new jobs in New
Hampshire and across the United States. 

Contact: Kurt Ehrenberg, Associate Regional Representative, Concord, NH 

Email: kurt.ehrenberg@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (603) 224-8222 
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NEW MEXICO’S CHOICE: New Solar Manufacturing Jobs

or Toxic Uranium Mining

State sees solar power expansion

New Mexico is seeing a substantial
increase in interest in solar power — both
related to more jobs and more panel

installation.

The state’s burgeoning renewable energy industry
was given two boosts recently as local solar power
companies announced new jobs. Schott North
America, Inc., will build a facility south of
Albuquerque that will manufacture receivers for
concentrated solar thermal power plants. When
fully realized, the plant will cover 800,000 square
feet and employ 1,500 workers, all adding up to a
total value of $500 million.  

The same area of Albuquerque is home to Advent
Solar, who recently announced that they will hire
up to 1,000 employees in the next few years pro-
duction at its photovoltaic research, production
and manufacturing plant ramps up. 

Advent Solar is a manufacturer of advanced technol-
ogy solar cells and modules. Founded in 2002,
Advent Solar began operations in 2003, and is poised
to become an industry leader with its innovative
back-contact cell technology. Its unique, exclusive cell
technology was originally developed at Sandia
National Laboratories (SNL) in Albuquerque, an
example of public/private partnership and nationally
funded research going to benefit the local community

Meanwhile, governments and individuals are see-
ing the benefits from getting their energy from
solar power. The City of Santa Fe will soon install
solar panels on city buildings. Individuals and
organizations that invest in Santa Fe’s solar instal-
lation project get rebates from the local utility for
the amount of energy produced. Residents also see
the benefits from home solar installation when
their energy meter run backwards on sunny days
— which is most days in New Mexico!
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Native Americans utilize renewable energy

Sacred Power is a company that provides
renewable power to customers on tribal
lands in New Mexico.  Owned and oper-

ated by Native Americans, Sacred Power also runs a

manufacturing facility and installs solar panels for
residents.  The company has also installed a solar
array that doubles as a series of carports for a tribally-
owned office building in downtown Albuquerque. 

New Mexico’s wind powers 2008 Super Bowl in Arizona, boosts local NM community

The tiny little community of House, New
Mexico had a big impact on this year’s
Super Bowl in Phoenix, Ariz. Wind power

from the community’s 136 turbines helped light the
University of Phoenix stadium, among powering
numerous other devices needed for the big game.

According to an article from the Quay County
Sun in New Mexico, the House turbines are oper-
ated and maintained by the New Mexico Wind
Energy Center which is owned by FPL Energy.
The center is expected to provide $40 million in

economic benefits for the surrounding communi-
ties over 25 years.

From the article: “(FPL Energy) has a long term
contract with PNM, a subsidiary of PNM
Resources, to sell them energy generated by the
turbines, according to company literature. PNM
markets the power from the center in New Mexico
and the western United States.

“The renewable energy that the NFL has purchased for
this single event could power 750 homes for a month.”
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Coal-fired power plant would bring pollution to Navajo Nation

The Desert Rock coal-fired power plant is
proposed for a northwest part of New
Mexico that lies within the Navajo Nation.

This Sithe Global plant would be a 1500-megawatt
generating station that would pump more than 12
million metric tons of carbon into the atmosphere,
along with mercury, nitrous oxides, and sulfur oxides.
There is substantial local and state-wide opposition,

including state government officials and local Navajo
activists who have formed an organization called
Dooda Desert Rock (which translates to “No Desert
Rock”). Some success has come to the opposition,
including the defeat of a proposed $85 million tax
break in last year’s legislative session, but the plant is
still in the works. 

Albuquerque airport to use renewable energy

Albuquerque’s Sunport airport will soon
be home to a “Solar Combined Heat and
Power” (SHCP) system. When com-

pleted, the Sunport SCHP system will provide
energy to a 30-ton chiller for cooling within the
facility’s car rental offices.  At the same time, it will
also deliver about 11 kilowatts of electrical power
for lighting and other uses.  Overall, the SCHP
system will provide roughly one-third of the
575,000 square-foot facility’s peak cooling load.

A key benefit of SCHP technology is that it consumes
no water in the production of power.  Other benefits
include its low cost and zero carbon emissions. 

The SHCP will be implemented by the Institute
for Energy and the Environment (IEE) of the
College of Engineering at New Mexico State

University.  The majority of the project’s funding
will come from the Energy Innovation Fund (EIF)
administered by the State of New Mexico Energy,
Minerals, and Natural Resources Department.
The EIF was implemented by Governor Bill
Richardson as part of his commitment to New
Mexico’s leadership as “The Clean Energy State.” 

“This renewable energy project represents the cutting
edge of solar energy technologies to provide power to
the Albuquerque Sunport.  It puts New Mexico front
and center for innovative, international solar energy
development and application,” said Dr. Abbas
Ghassemi, executive director of IEE.

The Sunport is New Mexico’s largest airport facility,
averaging almost 7 million passengers annually.
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Community groups, government unite to fight oil and gas drilling

Oil and gas companies continue to buy
and lease the drilling rights to vulnerable
areas around New Mexico. Tecton Energy

bought the subsurface rights for the Galisteo Basin,
a rural area south of Santa Fe historically home to
low-income families. Recently the area has been
seeing an increasing influx of wealthier residents,
but the drilling controversy has united all of the
residents. Hundreds show up to community meet-
ings from all backgrounds — realtors, environ-
mentalists, trade union representatives, business
owners, faith groups and more.

A similar situation has emerged in Otero Mesa in
south-central New Mexico, but this time the state gov-
ernment is stepping forward to protect a community.
The Harvey E. Yates Company (known as HEYCO)
has proposed putting a natural gas well on land it leases
in the Otero Mesa area, despite the region’s ecological

vulnerability. Otero Mesa stretches more than 1.2 mil-
lion acres and is home to some 1,000 native wildlife
species, including black-tailed prairie dogs, desert mule
deer, mountain lions, golden and bald eagles, more
than 250 species of songbirds. It also boasts the state’s
healthiest and only genetically pure herd of pronghorn
antelope. Furthermore, there is evidence that the Salt
Basin aquifer, which originates in Otero Mesa and trav-
els south into Texas, is the largest untapped fresh water
resource remaining in New Mexico.

In mid-January, state government officials ruled that
an environmental assessment done by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) on HEYCO’s drilling
permit application for Otero Mesa is insufficient.
Officials then sent a letter to the BLM, saying the
environmental repercussions could be irrecoverable
if oil and gas exploration happens without more 
in-depth study. 

Contact: Michael Casaus, Sierra Club Regional Representative,

Albuquerque, NM 

Email: michael.casaus@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (505) 243-7767 

Uranium mining’s effects on Native Americans

Just north of Grants, New Mexico, sits Mt.
Taylor — an 11,300-foot peak considered
a sacred cultural site to Native American

tribes. Yet despite this stature to the tribes, the great-
est threats to Mt. Taylor are New Mexico Mining
and Minerals Division permits for exploratory min-
ing and other activities. The state has streamlined the
mining permit process while ignoring Governor Bill
Richardson’s Executive Order requiring statewide
tribal consultation for the protection of sacred places.

Just recently the peak won temporary reprieve
from exploratory uranium mining, which will
allow the state to gather input from affected tribes.
This decision will allow the tribes and the Historic
Preservation Division to carefully evaluate any
applications for mining permits. 

Uranium mining has a terrible legacy in New
Mexico and across the southwest. “We know first
hand the hardships suffered from over 50 years of

dealing with the impact of uranium mining and the
toll it has taken on our health and environment by
living in proximity to the Jackpile Uranium Mine,”
said one tribal leader.

From a 2006 Los Angeles Times series: “From
1944 to 1986, 3.9 million tons of uranium ore
were dug and blasted from Navajo soil, nearly all of
it for America’s atomic arsenal. Navajos inhaled
radioactive dust, drank contaminated water and
built homes using rock from the mines and mills.
Many of the dangers persist to this day.”

New mining is opposed by Pueblos and tribes, as
planned, because of a failure by the state to inves-
tigate and perform environmental analysis on
underground drinking water sources, groundwater
withdrawals that may affect regional hydrologic
balance and impacts from drilling of exploratory
wells throughout the watersheds of Mt. Taylor. 
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OHIO’S CHOICE: Clean Energy Jobs of the Future or

Higher Energy Prices

IBEW trains workers in energy efficiency

The International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW) is training
young electrical apprentices in the latest

technologies to make buildings and systems more
energy efficient. IBEW training program Director
Steve Lipster emphasizes the enormous leaps that
have been made in electrical technology over the
past 10 years and how sophisticated efficiency sys-
tems are becoming more commonplace in all types
of facilities. Lipster says that the Electrical Trades
Center trains apprentices to be at the forefront of
technological innovations that will reduce energy
consumption and increase productivity. Trainees
learn to install and maintain sophisticated electrical
and electronic systems that use innovative com-
puter-based processes to increase the efficiency of
operations within manufacturing plants, offices and
other facilities. 

The IBEW training program in Columbus, Ohio, is
based upon an award-winning national program
that consists of on-the-job training with a master

craftsman, as well as classroom instruction by skilled
teachers. The five year Commercial-Industrial
Electrician Program covers everything “inside” a
facility — power generation, distribution, utiliza-
tion, as well as alarm, lighting, communication sys-
tems, environmental control systems, process
control systems; virtually any electrical or electronic
system found in today’s modern building or factory
is the subject of this training. Approximately 210
apprentices are trained in this program annually,
with another 100 electricians receiving upgrade
instruction through the Trades Center. 

The Electrical Trades Center maintains a partner-
ship with Columbus State Community College
whereby apprentices can receive college credit for
courses they take at the Trades Center. An appren-
tice who completes six general education require-
ments and graduates from the apprenticeship
program can also obtain an Associates Degree in
Applied Technology. 

Consumer demand means more jobs at Ohio’s Dovetail Solar and Wind Company

While the total number of employees at
Ohio’s Dovetail Solar and Wind
Company may not be impressive at 11 —

what is impressive is that six of them were added in
the past year. Dovetail has been installing solar
electric, solar thermal and wind turbines in Ohio
since 1995 — all, by their choice, comprised of
components produced largely in the United States.
While Dovetail maintains staff in four Ohio cities,
it also hires local licensed electricians and plumbers
to assist on installations, expanding the workforce
employed in these activities. 

Dovetail Solar and Wind Company has completed
over 110 solar power system installations in the

state, including systems on private homes, a 19.3
kilowatt solar photovoltaic array for the Cincinnati
Zoo Education Center, an 11 kilowatt solar array
for the new Melink Corporation headquarters and
a solar array to power Meadow Springs thorough-
bred horse breeding farm. Some of these compa-
nies have also increased their solar power use,
providing Dovetail with even more business. 

Dovetail’s employees have seen a tremendous
increase in interest in renewable energy by Ohio
businesses, farms, and institutions in the past two
years, and have a number of significantly larger
projects underway. They expect to be employing as
many as 50 people within the next three years. 
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Contact: Teresa McHugh, Sierra Club Regional Representative,

Columbus, OH 

Email: teresa.mchugh@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (614) 461-0734 

High oil prices take toll on Ohio economy 

As oil prices continue to hit record highs,
the increasing cost of gasoline is impacting
many industries and hitting the wallets of

Ohio consumers hard. 

The cost of diesel fuel has risen at the pump almost
80% in the last three years, putting truck drivers and
trucking companies in a rough spot. According to the
U.S. Energy Information Agency, the average cost for
a gallon of diesel fuel in the Midwest in March 2008
is more than a dollar higher than in March 2007. 

Ed Zumstein, CEO of Ohio-based Zumstein and
Cheeseman Trucking, LLC, said the increased fuel
prices are putting a strain on his customers in the
form of a higher fuel surcharge to do business. “The
customers are rebelling against it. We’ve had more
friction in trying to get some relief on this fuel sur-
charge this year than ever before simply because of
the economic downturn.” 

A Toledo Blade article reports that some truck
owner-operators are shutting their work down
because of the high fuel costs, and others are seeing
their routes cost more than they make. Still others
are dipping into savings to operate, and some truck-
ing companies are cutting jobs. 

Zumstein said his company is also absorbing much
of the costs as well, but so is everyone else. “It goes
all the way down to the consumer. The pressure’s
being applied and everybody’s feeling the hit. I don’t
see any reprieve from it, honestly. It’s pretty bleak.” 

Those prices are felt in other businesses reliant on
the trucks — from construction companies to 
grocery stores. 

According to economist Brian Bethune of Global
Insight in an Associated Press article, “Bulky items —
milk, soda pop, eggs, cheese, fruits and vegetables —
probably will have higher transportation costs to
bring those items to stores. How much of that is
passed along to customers depends. In terms of over-
all costs of products, it might not be huge. It could be
a few cents. But overall it will add up.” 

Higher oil prices are forcing factories to produce less
as well, with both Ford and General Motors recently
reporting that they will cut back on production in the
second quarter of 2008. As production decreases in all
sectors, more jobs are cut. A study last month by the
American Trade Manufacturing Action Coalition
concluded that Ohio had 209,000 fewer jobs now
than seven years ago, a decrease of 3.7 percent. 
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OREGON’S CHOICE: Energy Efficient Buildings or Old,

Polluting Power Plants

Greening the residential sector in Portland 

Three Oregon developers are currently
building state-of-the-art “green” loft resi-
dences in North Portland — and the lofts

have become very popular for just that reason.
Aiming for the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design’s (LEED) “Platinum” build-
ing certification, designers of the Mississippi Avenue
Lofts have poured over every detail inside and out.
From the state of the art heating and cooling system,
to the efficient use of space, to the high level of fin-
ishes, exposed timber beamed ceilings, polished con-
crete floors, and Energy Star appliances. 

Among its many environmental benefits, Mississippi
Avenue Lofts will recycle 100% of its waste during

construction.  The building is designed to use signifi-
cantly less energy, fewer natural resources and mini-
mize environmental impact.  It features
environmentally-responsible nontoxic paints and fin-
ishes, on-site storm water management, and a state-
of-the-art energy sharing system for heating and
cooling that moderates daily temperature swings and
significantly reduces energy needs. 

Peter Wilcox, owner of Renewable Associates and
co-developer of the Mississippi Avenue Lofts,
thinks the lofts are unique for three reasons: 

1. The lofts were able to garner the first LEED
appraisal in the country from the U.S. Green
Building Council. 
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2. The lofts are beating housing market sales
slump.  Condos have been struggling to sell,
both locally and nationally — yet the Lofts have
60% of the units sold and a high level of inter-
est. Wilcox believes this is because they are
building homes that “are attuned to the sustain-
able lifestyle that people are now looking for”. 

3. Unlike most development projects, the lofts are
reaching higher levels of LEED certification
than what was originally planned. 

Wilcox adds that homebuyers must have the choice
to live in a more cohesive, family-centric community

where individual dwellings are smaller and more
energy efficient, and social space in shared within
the community.  The Lofts have been designed with
transportation options (bike parking at the front
doors, a hybrid plug-in spot, and ZipCar member-
ships) and are situated in a mixed-used neighbor-
hood so that amenities are within walking distance
and the per capita car ownership can be decreased. 

According to Wilcox, homebuyers haven’t had
these choices until now — and “this is just the
beginning. Once other builders see that this model
works and people are drawn to it, then the green,
energy-saving community model can take off.” 

Photos of Renewable Associates state-of-the-art “green” loft residences in North

Portland, Oregon. The Mississippi Avenue Lofts will recycle 100% of its waste 

during construction and are designed to use significantly less energy, fewer 

natural resources and minimize their negative environmental impact.

Photos courtesy Minnesota Avenue Lofts.

Peter Wilcox, developer of the

Mississippi Lofts. Courtesy

Peter Wilcox.
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Lane Community College’s Renewable Energy Technician Program continues to grow 

Lane Community College (LCC),
located in Eugene, Oregon, is an epicen-
ter of energy efficiency and renewable

energy technician training in the U.S. and has
been so for nearly 30 years.  During that time, its
Energy Management Program has expanded from
a focus on residential energy efficiency to tackling
the gargantuan need for commercial energy con-
servation solutions. 

Graduates of the Energy Management Program learn
to evaluate the energy use of residential and commer-
cial buildings and subsequently recommend solutions
for reducing energy consumption via efficiency and
alternative sources.  The graduates of the Renewable
Energy Technician Option are trained to recommend
specific energy conservation systems and to install
photovoltaic and solar domestic hot water systems. 

The program’s director, Roger Ebbage, says that
LCC provides our nation’s only two year Associate
of Applied Science (AAS) degree in commercial

energy efficiency and is one of only several colleges
to provide an AAS for Renewable Energy
Technicians.  Students relocate to Eugene from all
over the country and from “all walks of life” to
attend this program because of its breadth and
depth, the practical knowledge and skills they will
gain, and because the field is growing quickly. 

Ebbage is keenly aware of the potential to expand
the program to incorporate a small-scale wind
power component and expects to add one soon. 

According to Ebbage, community colleges are
uniquely positioned to respond to openings in the
job market and are experienced as teaching skilled
trades.   The field of renewable energy manage-
ment has plenty of room to grow, says Ebbage,
because there are so many buildings that can use
efficiency and renewable energy upgrades.  Making
these improvements in commercial buildings,
added Ebbage, can help lead us to energy indepen-
dence and create a wealth of jobs along the way. 

Lane Community College’s

Renewable Energy Technician

Program.The Energy

Management Program has

expanded from a focus on

residential energy efficiency

to tackling the gargantuan

need for commercial energy

conservation solutions.

Photos courtesy Lane

Community College.
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Ecomotion provides better car options in Portland

Portland’s Ecomotion is a new green car
emporium that offers an alternative for
consumers who want to move away from

oil consumption and reduce their personal carbon
footprint.  

Ecomotion is expanding the suite of viable, smart
energy transportation alternatives available to the
public while also demonstrating the ability of these
options to meet the diverse needs of individuals,
businesses and governments. This commitment is
evident in its available assortment of new and pre-
owned 100% electric cars, trucks and scooters,

EPA Smart Way Certified hybrid vehicles, and
vehicles equipped to run on biodiesel.

In addition to selling low-impact products,
Ecomotion is committed to supporting the local sus-
tainability movement.  The Ecomotion facility houses
Hip Drip Cafe, an eco-friendly cafe that uses
biodegradable and compostable “to go” cups and
take-out containers, local food and sustainably grown
coffee.  Each month the Hip Drip Cafe hosts a sus-
tainability fair that brings together green businesses,
non-profit organizations and community members.

Contact: Nat Parker, Sierra Club Regional Representative, Portland, OR 

Email: nat.parker@sierraclub.org  

Phone: (503) 243-6656 

Health, environmental impacts from Boardman power plant to continue for decades 

For more than 25 years, Oregon’s largest
utility company, Portland General
Electric (PGE) has operated a 585

Megawatt coal-fired power plant in Boardman,
Oregon.  Constructed without modern emissions
controls, the plant is the largest stationary source of
air and global warming pollution in Oregon —
emitting carbon dioxide, mercury, soot and smog
pollution at levels well above those considered safe
under the Clean Air Act. 

Oregonians and the environment are paying a signif-
icant price for burning coal at the PGE power plant
in Boardman, Oregon.  Coal plant pollution causes
30,000 premature deaths annually.  According to a
recent study, coal plant pollution in Oregon is
responsible for seven deaths, 11 heart attacks, one
lung cancer death, 163 asthma attacks, four hospital
admissions, five cases of chronic bronchitis, and two
emergency room asthma visits per year.  Boardman is
the only coal-fired power plant in the state. 

PGE’s Boardman plant also pollutes more than 10
protected parks and wilderness areas, including the
Columbia River Gorge, Mount Hood, Mount
Rainier, and Hells Canyon.  As the largest station-
ary source of sulfur and nitrogen oxides in Oregon,

its emissions contribute to the formation of acid
rain and fog in the Columbia River Gorge that is
10 to 30 times more acidic than normal rainfall.
This pollution contributes to visibility impairment
95% of the year and clouds the spectacular vistas
that make the Gorge famous — and it could also
impact the tourism to the area. 

An environmental coalition has been working with
PGE to find ways to clean up the Boardman plant
and transition the company’s operations to clean
renewable power and energy efficiency.
Unfortunately, PGE has been unwilling to make
the investments necessary to modernize the
Boardman facility with the best available pollution
controls to protect our health and environment.
Instead, the company has dug its heels into the
ground and plans to continue burning coal at
Boardman until the year 2040. 

Coal is the dirtiest fuel we can use to generate elec-
tricity.  Oregon deserves a better plan to meet its
energy needs than burning coal.  PGE’s plan to con-
tinue to use old technology and to burn coal until
the year 2040 takes the state in the wrong direction,
when choosing to invest in renewable energy would
create jobs and have few health impacts.  
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VIRGINIA’S CHOICE: Clean, green campuses or More Big

Energy special interest politics

Virginia college campuses going green 

Virginia college students are starting a green
revolution.  Both public and private cam-
puses are bursting with creative ideas and

ways to go green.  Not only have the environmental
studies programs at universities around the country
become more popular, but students are also becoming
much more active in their campus communities by
focusing on promoting energy efficiency, reducing
waste, encouraging recycling, and exploring many
other ways to become more environmentally friendly.   

Old Dominion University (ODU) has come up with
an ingenious way to reduce reliance on fossil fuels —
a way that has gotten the attention of Governor
Timothy Kaine.  The students and scientists at ODU
have discovered that they can create a biofuel made
from algae grown in the tanks of the Virginia
Initiative Plant wastewater facility.  The algae crop
will be dried and converted into biodiesel using a pro-
prietary reactor that has been developed by ODU sci-
entists and students.  This process has an extra helping
of environmentally friendliness built-in: the algae
grown in the wastewater tanks will act as an extra
scrubber, removing nutrients from the water that
would otherwise be dumped into the Elizabeth River.
ODU researchers and students are still performing
experiments to determine the conditions under which
a maximum population of algae can be grown. 

Many colleges in Virginia have also agreed to construct
all new buildings according to LEED’s (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) codes, including
the College of William and Mary, and the University

of Richmond.  William and Mary’s Barksdale dorms
will implement biodegradable interior building prod-
ucts, low-emitting carpets, adhesives, paints, and coat-
ings.  The materials used in the building of this
dormitory will all be manufactured within 500 miles
of the building site. The University of Richmond’s
Heilman Dining Center promotes minimal water
usage with innovative piping, sink, and toilet systems.
The center also has completely HCFC-free refrigera-
tion units and uses building materials manufactured
within 500 miles of the construction site. 

One of the most promising parts of the college campus
green revolution is promotion of environmental aware-
ness.  The students are becoming involved in the future
of their campus communities — actively pursuing
their faculty and staff to do the same.  Estimating over-
all carbon footprints, like the report that Hollins
University has compiled, has helped many university
and college students understand just how crucial envi-
ronmental awareness is.  Presidents of fourteen Virginia
Campuses have signed the Presidents Commitment on
Climate Neutrality, pledging their schools to aggressive
cuts in pollution and a rigorous education plan.  James
Madison University even formed the Presidential
Commission on Environmental Stewardship and
Sustainability, an advisory board that will perform
energy audits and plan for implementation of green
technologies. The nation-wide green campus revolu-
tion is well underway in Virginia.  Students are actively
reaching out to their peers — making their voices
heard and pushing for greener campuses. 

Green McLean neighbors inspire others

Bob and Margi Vanderhye may not think
that their concern for the environment
inspires those around them, but one of

Bob’s statements humorously betrays that sentiment.

“I’m not sure that our quiet example has done much
to affect the lifestyle of any of our neighbors,” said
Bob, “except that we did talk one neighbor who is

building a new house into using geothermal heat
pumps, another into installing a solar hot water
heater, and yet another into buying a hybrid.”

One could say that the Vanderhye’s lead by example
in their McLean, Va., neighborhood. Their home is
a veritable showcase of energy efficiency and clean
energy sources.  The two have bought only Energy
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Contact: Glen Besa, Virginia Chapter Director.

Email: glen.besa@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (804) 565-4950 

Push for coal would actually cost jobs 

Dominion Virginia Power, Virginia’s largest
electric utility is rushing to build a new
coal-fired power plant and a new electricity

transmission line before the U.S. Congress takes
expected action on global warming in the next year or
two.  The coal rush is a national movement, with
more than 100 coal-fired power plants being pro-
posed across the country.   

As Virginia’s largest electricity provider, Dominion
has tremendous political influence with both the
state’s General Assembly and Governor Tim Kaine.
Dominion on average spent more than $5,000 per
legislator in 2007 to secure their favorable legisla-
tive treatment. Over the last ten years Dominion
has contributed more than $4 million to Virginia
politicians - with $138,000 alone for Governor
Kaine’s previous campaign. 

Dominion demonstrated its political influence in
2006 by helping get legislation passed that directed the
state utility regulatory agency to rule a proposed new
coal plant in southwestern Virginia in the public inter-
est. In 2007, Dominion then successfully lobbied
again to have the utility regulation legislation rewritten
in order to insure they would get a favorable return on

investment of 12% to 13% once the plant was built. 

Dominion’s misleadingly named “Virginia City
Hybrid Center” is actually a new dirty coal-fired
power plant. This Wise County, Virginia, power
plant would emit 5.3 million tons of carbon diox-
ide per year and would continue to practice devas-
tating mountaintop removal coal mining. 

While Dominion and local legislators insist that the
power plant would increase employment in south-
west Virginia, an analyst for the State Corporation
Commission found that the increased price of elec-
tricity for this $1.8 billion plant would actually cost
the state 1,474 jobs. Others have said that by sim-
ply eliminating the wasteful use of electricity in the
state would eliminate the need for the power plant.  

Dominion Virginia Power’s permits are now pending
before the State Corporation Commission and the
state Department of Environmental Quality. A coali-
tion of organizations including Chesapeake Climate
Action Network, Appalachian Voices, Southern
Appalachian Mountain Stewards and the Southern
Environmental Law Center are actively working to
defeat the Dominion’s efforts to build this coal plant.   

Star appliances since the rating was first offered and
all of their lights have been switched to compact
fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs).  

The Vanderhye home is well-insulated and also
relies on the most efficient heating system for their
climate without using a geothermal heat pump
(which they said they would use if they ever built a
house again).  They have the most efficient heat
pump on the market, with a backup gas furnace
that is more than 90% efficient.  

Seven years ago they installed solar cells, which pro-
vide 20-25% of their electricity needs. The remain-
der of their electricity is renewable energy purchased
from Pepco Energy Services since late 2001.  Bob
notes that the electricity from their solar cells is
more expensive than that from power company
Dominion, but “if you consider that our cells reduce
the summer peak power load for everyone, and after
installation have produced no pollution whatsoever,
we consider them to pass our cost-benefit test.”  
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WISCONSIN’S CHOICE: Reducing Carbon Emissions or

Increasing Global Warming

Businesses are remaking Milwaukee

Over the years, Milwaukee has remade
itself from an important center for ship-
ping grain, to a center of manufacturing

products, like tractors and motors. Following the
loss of manufacturing jobs due to globalization and
mechanization, another transition is now upon the
city. Wisconsin companies, institutions, and
municipalities are starting to lead the way into a
new energy economy.

One company, Johnson Controls, pledged to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 30% per
dollar of revenue from 2002 to 2012. A report by
the Leonardo Academy estimated that this pledge
has Johnson Controls and its customers in more
than 125 countries around the world collectively
reducing their CO2 emissions by more than 232
million tons by the year 2026 — which represents
$21 billion in combined energy savings.

Founded more than 122 years ago, Johnson Controls
made its name when it created the first electric room
thermostat that reduced energy use in buildings.
While Johnson Controls continues to work on

energy-efficient solutions, the company is a leader in
developing batteries that will power both current and
future generations of high efficiency vehicles.

As the demand has increased to transform build-
ings into more energy efficient environments, the
need for service technicians has grown.  Johnson
Controls is addressing this training need by offer-
ing a Future Hires Program, a workforce develop-
ment strategy that guarantees jobs for select
students enrolled in their first year of the heating,
ventilating, air conditioning and refrigeration
(HVACR) associate degree programs at
CareerConnect partner schools.

Another leading Milwaukee company, SAB Miller,
helped green Milwaukee and itself by pledging to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 18% per
barrel of production from 2001 to 2006. The
Milwaukee brewery purchases enough wind power
from the local utility to completely run the brew
house.  Packaging initiatives at Miller have also
lightened shipping loads enough to save more than
25,000 gallons of fuel each year. 
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City of Milwaukee an example in clean energy leadership

In 2004, the city of Milwaukee commis-
sioned a “Green Team” task force to study
environmental improvements in the areas

of smart energy development policies and stimula-
tion of a green economy. 

Milwaukee also signed the U.S. Mayors Climate
Protection Agreement in 2006, with officials stat-
ing that the city’s priorities are energy conservation
and the good jobs that clean energy and strong
environmental policies can create. 

The city is also increasing energy efficiency.
Switching to LED traffic lights not only saved
money on electricity bills, but it also saved about
50% on maintenance expenditures.  Other energy
improvements in 2008 include the purchase of
two hybrid SUVs to replace light trucks, along
with a solar power and geothermal system being
installed to provide power for the Recycling
Education Center.

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay chooses clean energy

Over the last few years, colleges and uni-
versities have often led the way in the
fight against global warming. Across the

country, schools and students are setting an exam-
ple by implementing a variety of measures to
reduce their carbon footprint.

The University of Wisconsin-Green Bay (UWGB)
is taking action to reduce their global warming
emissions.  One new classroom building is entirely

solar-powered.  UWGB students are also making a
difference.  In 2006, they voted to become the first
campus in Wisconsin to purchase “green energy”
through a voluntary $1.69 increase in student fees
per semester.

Clearly colleges and universities can make a differ-
ence and set a wonderful example of what individ-
uals, business and institutions can do to address the
threat of global warming.

Contact: Rosemary Wehnes, Sierra Club Associate Representative,

Milwaukee, WI 

Email: rosemary.wehnes@sierraclub.org 

Phone: (414) 453-3127

Alliant Energy continues to increase carbon emissions

Alliant Energy is a Wisconsin utility
company headed in the wrong direction
in terms of global warming.  Choosing

coal as its energy, Alliant is relying on a dirty
power source bad for health and the environment.
The company told its shareholders that it is pro-
jecting a 25% increase in global warming pollu-
tion. The expansion of Alliant’s Nelson Dewey
power plant will approximately triple the amount
of global warming pollutants the plant produces,

from 1.7 million tons in 2005 to over 5.1 million
tons each year. A proposed coal-fired power plant
along the Mississippi in Cassville will also con-
tribute to that increase — as well as the company’s
other Cassville coal-fired power plant that is oper-
ating without a permit. From 1990 to 2005,
Wisconsin’s global warming emissions increased
by 25%. Clean energy must be a solution for the
state, lest the increasing pollution and global
warming continue. 
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