
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contact:  Senator Pam Galloway 
October 6, 2011       (608) 266-2502 

 
 

Senator Galloway Statement on Attorney General’s Remarks on Proposed Concealed Carry 
Rules 

 

State Senator Pam Galloway (R‐Wausau) released the following statement on Attorney 
General J.B. Van Hollen’s comments following the release of the NRA letter on proposed 
concealed carry rules:   

 
“Early this evening, media outlets ran comments from Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen 
following the letter sent to him yesterday by NRA Executive Director Chris Cox.  The 
letter outlines concerns raised by the NRA in regards to the rulemaking process that the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) is undertaking to implement the concealed carry law.  As the 
author of this legislation, I have reached out repeatedly to the Department of Justice to 
share my own concerns, especially as it relates to the training requirement in the law.   
 
Instead of imposing a “one-size-fits-all” training requirement, legislators overwhelmingly, 
and in a bipartisan fashion, passed a bill that did not include a set number of hours for a 
training course.  Instead, the law clearly allows applicants to take a qualifying course 
conducted by a firearms instructor who is certified by a national or state organization.  In 
addition, applicants can take a course taught by a DOJ-certified instructor. We provided 
the flexibility to applicants for a reason.   
 
For the Attorney General to come out and state that a four hour training course is required 
of permit applicants is outrageous and a clear overreach.  By going far beyond the 
legislative intent, the Attorney General is usurping the power of the State Legislature and 
engaging in activism unlike any I’ve seen before.   
 
When I ran for office, I did so hoping to change the culture in Madison.  I’m disappointed 
because I thought the days of agency bureaucrats using administrative rules to change the 
law would come to an end.  Instead, lawmakers continue to be plowed under and people all 
across the state are left wondering why. 



 
 
 
I’ve  been flooded with calls from constituents that have either taken or taught courses 
which fall short of the four hours the Attorney General is proposing.  They are confused, 
concerned, and they deserve a straight answer.  Since the rules have not been released, 
there is still time for the Attorney General to do the right thing and follow the statutes and 
language that lawmakers clearly laid out in this legislation. 
 
On behalf of my colleagues and all the constituents who elect us to write and make the 
laws, I demand that Attorney General Van Hollen reconsider his position and leave the 
lawmaking up to the Legislature.” 
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