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Critical Incident Update

Madison, WI.  October 18, 2010 – Sheriff David Mahoney released new details today from the Tuesday, October 12th critical incident, where a Dane County deputy was compelled to use deadly force on the suspect in a domestic call originating in the City of Fitchburg.

The Dane County Sheriff’s deputy involved is Keith Severson, age 40, and an 11-year veteran of the Dane County Sheriff’s Office.  Deputy Severson is currently assigned as a patrol deputy out of the West Precinct.  Prior to his current assignment, Severson worked for the Dane County Narcotics and Gang Task Force, and in the Dane County Jail.  Severson was one of many law enforcement officers to respond last Tuesday night to Fitchburg Police’s attempt to locate Eugene J. Walker.  While searching the Town of Madison neighborhood where they believed Walker may be, Severson who was on foot, encountered Walker at approximately 11:07 pm as he walked around an apartment building in the area of Country Rose Court and Deer Valley Road.  With the knowledge that Walker had been armed with a handgun at the incident on Syene Road, Severson immediately drew his handgun and ordered Walker to stop and get on the ground.  At the same time, onlookers, including some of Walker’s family members, also pled with Walker to stop.  Instead, according to statements by both Deputy Severson and others who witnessed the incident; Walker made a conscious decision to charge the deputy from approximately 20 to 25 yards away.  As Walker physically attacked Deputy Severson, the deputy fired a total of seven rounds with his handgun.  Immediately following the incident, which took place in a matter of seconds, Deputy Severson began to render aid to Walker until other law enforcement and EMS arrived.  Walker was transported to UW Hospital where he was pronounced dead. 

Deputy Severson received several lacerations to his head and face, and nearly lost consciousness during the attack.  He was taken to Meriter Hospital where he was treated and released.  Per the Sheriff’s Office critical incident policy, Deputy Severson has been on administrative leave since the incident.  The date of his return has yet to be determined.  

During the course of this investigation, detectives determined that between the initial domestic incident on Syene Road and the incident in the Town of Madison, Walker sent numerous text messages to his estranged girlfriend expressing suicidal intent.  Walker also made similar comments to family members.  

As in all officer-involved shootings, the Dane County Sheriff’s Office thoroughly conducts both a criminal and administrative investigation.  Dane County District Attorney Ismael Ozanne has declared that no criminal liability is possible based on the consistent and extensive evidence that has been assembled since the shooting.  The Dane County Sheriff’s Office initial review of the incident finds that the deputy responded appropriately in a life-threatening situation.  This investigation remains open with the Dane County Sheriff’s Office.  
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