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NO CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS INVOLVED IN SHOOTING OF  

LONDRELL JOHNSON ON 5-2-2014 
 
 
After briefings by investigators, an inspection of the scene shortly after the incident, an 
autopsy, a meeting with the medical examiner, a review of summary reports, diagrams, 
and other evidence, the Dane County District Attorney’s Office concluded on Friday, 
May 30, 2014, that there is no potential criminal court liability for the Madison Police 
Department (MAPD) officers involved in the shooting of Londrell Johnson on 5-2-14. 
 
“The officers were responding to a call of a man with multiple stab wounds, who stated 
his neighbor had kicked in the apartment door and stabbed his whole family.  Officers 
entered the building and encountered the suspect in apartment #2.  He was holding a 
large knife and advanced on the officers despite verbal commands from officers,” said 
Dane County District Attorney Ismael Ozanne. “Responding to that threat with deadly 
force is permitted under the law.” 
 
On 5-2-14, just before 12:50 PM, MAPD officers were dispatched to the corner of 
Milwaukee Street and East Washington Avenue in Madison. The first officer on the 
scene made contact with and rendered aid to a man who was bleeding from multiple 
stab wounds to his back and arm. The next two officers who arrived were informed the 
suspect was inside and was attacking the man’s family. The officers went around to the 
back of the building.  As they approached the rear door at the top of a metal fire escape, 
they heard a male voice and a loud “crashing” sound.  Officers announced their 
presence as they entered the common hallway. One officer was aware Mr. Johnson 
was a resident in apartment #3 and liked to be called “J.” That officer called out to see if 
he was there, with no response from Mr. Johnson.  
 
The officers saw damage to the doors of apartment #1 and #2 and entered apartment 
#2. They encountered Mr. Johnson in the living room, wielding a knife. The officers 
identified themselves and ordered Mr. Johnson to drop the knife.  Mr. Johnson made a 
“grunt” or “exhale” sound as he moved towards them with the knife in his hand.  
 



The first officer began to fire while moving into the bathroom. Mr. Johnson continued 
towards that officer as the second officer began to fire as well.  Mr. Johnson dropped to 
his knees as he entered the bathroom, stopping with his legs in the doorway and his 
upper body in the bathroom, the knife still in his hand. Paramedics transported Mr. 
Johnson to the hospital, where he later died from his injuries.       
 
The officers found two female victims in apartment #1. Both had been stabbed 
numerous times. One woman was pronounced dead at the scene. The other woman 
died later at the hospital. A four year old child was found in the bedroom, who had been 
taking a nap when the stabbings started. 
 
Relevant evidence includes statements of the victim, eyewitnesses including officers, 
physical evidence found and obtained from the scene and the autopsy, along with audio 
from an open 911 line, all of which are consistent with each other.    

 
Under Wisconsin law, which applies equally to members of law enforcement and to 
those who are not, any person may use deadly force to respond to a genuine fear of 
deadly force to that person or any other person. In this case, the officers were 
compelled to use deadly force when faced with an advancing suspect wielding a knife 
and not responding to commands. 

 
* * * 

 
The role of the District Attorney’s Office in a case of this type is limited to a review of the 
facts to determine whether further investigation is merited and, after all available 
evidence is obtained, whether criminal charges could be merited for any individual who 
has survived the incident. Police executives and supervisors have the exclusive 
responsibility of establishing appropriate training and protocols for use in response to 
crisis events, and of selecting from among the tactical options available to police in 
responding to particular events.  

 
Now with the passage of Act 348 (Wis. Stat. 175.47), there is also a question of 
compliance with this statute. This Officer Involved Shooting (OIS) involved MAPD.  The 
lead investigator was supplied by DCI along with a supervisor.  Special agents from DCI 
partnered with MAPD detectives for interviews of witnesses and officers.  This process 
and procedure meets and exceeds the requirements Wis. Stat. 175.47.       

 
In this case, the Division of Criminal Investigation for the Department of Justice appears 
to have conducted a very thorough, objective investigation that is ongoing. The 
determination by this office that no criminal liability is possible is clearly warranted 
based on the consistent and extensive evidence that has been assembled since the 
shooting.  
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