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Sen. James Announces $15M for Emergency Departments 

 

Madison – Sen. Jesse James (R - Altoona) announced plans Friday morning to reallocate $15 

million in previously unused funds to support emergency departments in Chippewa and Eau 

Claire counties. This move would ensure continued access to essential services in the wake of 

HSHS’ departure.  

“HSHS served over 22,000 patients between their two ER clinics in 2023,” Senator James said. 

“Our proposal addresses this immediate need while providing time for a longer-term solution to 

take shape.”  

Back in the 2021-22 budget, the state approved a James-authored budget motion for $15 million 

for HSHS to expand their psychiatric mental health bed capacity. Unfortunately, HSHS never came 

to claim those funds, and the money has been waiting to be dispersed. Legislation authored by 

James and Chippewa Valley Legislators will repurpose those monies into a new grant program 

that would serve as a short-term bridge to continue emergency services until other providers can 

scale their capacity to meet the needs of the community.  

The legislation will be required to move through the committee process. 

### 

The 23rd Senate District encompasses parts of Barron, Chippewa, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, 

Jackson, Marathon, and Wood counties. 


